
Covid 19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 21st September 2020 

 
24/9/2020 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask 

the Scottish Government what its position is on pregnant teachers working in 

schools after 28 weeks. (S5W-31822) 

John Swinney: The SG has published detailed guidance on the safe return to 

school. This is designed to safeguard the wellbeing of children, young people and 

staff. Whilst it sets out general guidance for all those involved in schools settings, it 

also recognises the importance in some circumstances of risk assessments and 

conversations between individuals and their healthcare professionals. 

 

There is no suggestion that pregnant women are more susceptible to the virus than 

the general population as a result of their pregnancy, or are more likely to be ill. It is 

expected the large majority of pregnant women will experience only mild or 

moderate cold/flu like symptoms. Guidance for pregnant women and their 

employers advises that women should discuss their return to work with their 

employers and a risk assessment should be undertaken to ensure appropriate 

measures are in place to ensure safety. The Royal College of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology (RCOG) and The Royal College of Midwives (RCM) have provided 

more information for both employers and pregnant women including specific advice 

for women who are 

 28 weeks pregnant and beyond. 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2020-09-10- 

occupational-health-statement-rcog-rcm-fom.pdf 
 
25/9/2020 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 

ask the Scottish Government what the (a) primary and (b) secondary school 

attendance rate has been since August 2020.(S5W-31588) 

 

John Swinney: The percentage attendance in primary schools was 95.8% on 17 

August, before dropping to 84.1% on 28 August and rising to 95.0% on 10 

September. 
 

The percentage attendance in secondary schools was 95.0% on 17 August, before 

dropping to 83.5% on 1 September and rising to 89.3% on 10 September. 

 

Note that figures from 7 September onwards are provisional and subject to change. 

 

Note that these are figures on percentage attendance and percentage of pupils 

not in school. This is a different basis to what is normally published. Some of the 

pupils not in school because of a Covid-19 related reason will be undertaking 

education provision, and would be recorded as being in 

attendance in the biannual statistics publication. 
 

https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2020-09-10-occupational-health-statement-rcog-rcm-fom.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2020-09-10-occupational-health-statement-rcog-rcm-fom.pdf


Daily attendance and 
absence 
 in schools in Scotland 
 

  

Date Percentage 
attendance  
PRIMARY 
 

Percentage attendance 
SECONDARY 
 

17-08-2020  95.8% 95.0% 

18-08-2020  95.6% 94.2% 

19-08-2020  95.3% 93.7% 

20-08-2020  94.1% 93.2% 

21-08-2020  91.6%  92.0% 

24-08-2020 87.6%  90.4% 

25-08-2020  86.5% 88.2% 

26-08-2020  86.7% 87.7% 

27-08-2020 86.1% 86.4% 

28-08-2020  84.1% 84.4% 

31-08-2020  88.1% 84.1% 

01-09-2020   90.0% 83.5% 

02-09-2020  91.4% 84.5% 

03-09-2020 92.0% 85.1% 

04-09-2020  91.0% 84.1% 

07-09-2020  93.7% 87.6% 

08-09-2020  94.6% 88.1% 

09-09-2020  95.0% 88.9% 

10-09-2020  95.0% 89.3% 

11-09-2020  93.6% 88.0% 

 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 

Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31513 by John Swinney on 

10 September 2020, how many of the school counsellors it committed to are in 

place; what local authorities have not yet provided access to school- based 

counselling across all schools, and how many counsellors there are overall. 

(S5W-31767) 

John Swinney: This information is not available at this time. 

Our priority is to support children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing 

and the availability of counselling is one of the measures we and our local 

authority partners are putting in place. Providing access to a counselling services 

in every school will enable young people to access a 

service in a way that suits their circumstances and needs. 
 
During the period of school closures our local authority partners made excellent 

progress towards our commitment of having access to counselling services in 

every school, with almost all authorities having counselling services in place. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has had an understandable impact on some authorities 

procurement exercises, however we expect this commitment to be met by the end 

of October 2020. 


